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One Hundred Years of Listening to Ladies of Brass by Dr. Joanna Ross Hersey 
Before the search begins for historic recordings by female brass performers, the worry might be, will we fi
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Click Headphones for Link
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Joanna Ross Hersey 
Past President, The International Women’s Brass Conference, Treasurer, International Tuba Euphonium Association, Board of Directors, International Alliance of Women in Music 

Founding Member, Athena Brass Band  
For handouts and additional info, visit https://joannahersey.com and find me on Instagram@joannarosshersey, Twitter/X@JoannaHersey, Facebook, TikTok, and YouTube  

Updated 12-15-25

One Hundred (Twenty-Five) Years of Listening to Ladies of Brass by Dr. Joanna Ross Hersey

‣ 1895 Alice Raymond, Cornet: Love Me Little Love Me Long, Dave Werden https://youtu.be/
tVClfyEcsic and https://youtu.be/Ve48EpgcYmo 


‣ 1904 Cosmopolitan America, Helen May Butler, U.S. Coast Guard Band, https://youtu.be/
JUBa63PjA2c 


‣ 1918 Edna White Trumpet Quartet Record, Just A Baby’s Prayer At Twilight https://youtu.be/
8CxdpzyDCLc  


‣ 1928 Harry Wayman and His Debutantes. 1928 Vitaphone: Over Moonlit Waters, Doll Dance, What Do 
We Do? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6JSk-5sSZyc&list=RD6JSk-5sSZyc&start_radio=1


‣ 1934 The Musical Queens~All Girl Orchestra, Vitaphone Film, Phil Spitalny, Leader https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=QlzGSQA8LPo


‣ 1936 Ina Ray Hutton's Melodears https://youtu.be/3RfYEncAkzQ 


‣ 1945 Canadian Women’s Army Corps Pipe Band in Paris at 7:28, Canadian Newsreel Film, https://
youtu.be/IGEYEzYQlxc and a moment of the WAC 404th Army Band https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=cfLtEPxX0BQ 


 

‣ 1947 film clip Sweethearts of Rhythm with Tiny Davis, https://youtu.be/uN7xU11_gS4 


‣ 1955 Maisie Ringham Wiggins "Concertino for Band and Trombone" (Erik Leidzen https://youtu.be/
EhQI4mFFDqA


‣ 1960 Melba Liston Municipal Theatre in Lausanne, May 20,1960 with Quincy Jones Band https://youtu.be/
ojwANp_D_fE 


‣ 1969 Cynthia Robinson, trumpet, with Sly and Family Stone https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=4URogrXiKsI&list=PLhqReFOw_HzRQq28zLZohstlsSKHl-3zD 


‣ 1979 Ethel Merker, horn, ‘Pop Goes The Captain’ AVI Records, Captain Sky, Cream & Sugar https://youtu.be/
fwZuFD52qA8


‣ 1993 Monarch Brass, Ascent to the Summit, Tara Islas, Concert Opener 6/10/17, Michele Rakers conducting, 
Tara Islas https://youtu.be/90jueguWlzI


‣ 1995: Susan Slaughter, A Trumpeter's Lullaby · Leonard Slatkin · Leroy Anderson · Saint Louis Symphony 
Orchestra, https://youtu.be/X2tiTTCfkmk 


‣ 2019 Flight by Pete Meechan, Joanna Hersey tuba soloist, Arizona State University, https://youtu.be/
AEU9HK-Stw0 (featuring James Gourlay holding my place in the Basses)


Now, there is such angst with these few examples in that so much has been left out, including other swing stars such as 
Valaida Snow and Clora Bryant, and more examples for the horn, as well as other commercial players represented here by 
Cynthia Robinson and Ethel Merker, solo and educational leaders represented here by Susan Slaughter, including other 
amazing examples such as Carole Dawn Reinhardt, Connie Weldon, and Marie Speziale. Let’s make a Volume II with more! 

THIS PLAYLIST HAS AN ACCOMPANYING LECTURE WHERE I DISCUSS 
THE DETAILS BEHIND EACH EXAMPLE, CONTACT ME FOR DETAILS!

First presented to the Fulham Brass Band as a guest lecture in their 
listening series, with thanks to John Ward for the inspirational topic. 

https://joannahersey.com
https://www.instagram.com/joannarosshersey/
https://twitter.com/JoannaHersey
https://www.facebook.com/joanna.hersey
https://www.tiktok.com/@joannarosshersey?lang=en
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